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Speaking on the present political condition of Indians in the
Transvaal, Mr. Gandhi cited Mr. Duncan's statement and explained
at length how the situation was very serious. Pointing out the need for
organizing a strong protest against this statement5 he advised that the
deputation to England be postponed. Adverting to the weak financial
position of the British Indian Association, Mr. Gandhi called upon all
those present to contribute to its funds. He also expressed the hope that
the formation of such societies would greatly help the Muslims, who
were backward in education, and appealed to them to do their best to
overcome this disadvantage.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 25-8-1906

411. LETTER TO DADABHAI NAORQJP
P. O. Box 968,
JOHANNESBURG,
August 13, 1906
DEAR SIR,
The current issue of Indian Opinion* gives fullest information about
the proposed change by Mr. Duncan in the Law 3 of 1885. Portions of
Mr* Lyttelton's and Lord Milner's despatches and the full text of Law
3 of 1885 are also given.
It will be seen at a glance that Mr. Duncan is very much restricting
the scope of the despatches in his proposed legislation. Neither Mr.
Lyttelton nor Lord Milner have [sic] even mentioned anything about
re-registration, and both of them have laid down that better-class Indians
should, at least, have full rights, so that for Mr. Duncan to state that
he is carrying out the intentions of the Imperial Government is wide of
the mark unless the Liberal ministers have veered round entirely and
propose still further to curtail the liberty of the British Indians than what
the Conservative ministry was prepared to do.
1  certainly think that while the Transvaal is under Crown Colony
Government the Imperial Government should pass equitable legislation
even though it may be as Lord Milner puts it "by using official majority
and then throw the burden on the Responsible ministry of changing it if
it dare to do so".
I remain^
Tours truly,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat of the original : G. N. 2276
IThe original does not bear the addressee's name, but this letter was found in the
Dadabhai Naoroji collection. Vide also "Letter to Dadabhai Naoroji", pp. 385-7.
2 Dated 11-8-1906